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Goal (learning objective)
Youth will learn about fitting their beef project for

show.
Supplies

= Copies of Handout 1 - Fitting for Showtime
(enough for group)

* Copies of Handout 2 - Beef Worksheet (enough for
group)

* Colored pencils - enough for 3, different colored
pencils for each member of the group

= Show Foam

= Show Adhesive

Pre-lesson preparation

= Read/review Fitting for Showtime
http://extension.uidaho.edu/gooding/files/2013/04/6-
beef-fitting.pdf

Lesson directions and outline

There are two basic products needed to help you fit
your animal for show, show foam and adhesive.

Conducting the activity (DO)

1. Distribute Handout 1 and Handout 2 and three
colored pencils (be sure all are different colors) to
the group.

2. Teach to the article showing the difference be-
tween foam and adhesive. Have a volunteer spray
each of them so members have an opportunity to
see and feel the difference.

3. Have youth color on the worksheet with one
colored pencil, the areas where show foam should
be applied on the animal.

4. Next, have members use a different colored pencil,
coloring the worksheet where adhesive should be
applied.

5. Using the third colored pencil, draw arrows on the
animal the directions the hair should be combed
for both the show foam and adhesive.

What did we learn? (REFLECT)

= Ask: What are two basic products used in fitting
beef for show?

= Ask: What does “boned” mean, as it applies to
fitting animals?

= Ask: Why is hair combed forward?

= Ask: What does show foam and adhesive feel like?
Are there differences in their uses?

Why is that important? (APPLY)
= Ask: Why is it important to select the right prod-

uct for the use? what are some examples of prod-
uct choices you make?

= Ask: What safety considerations need to be made
when fitting your animal?
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GROOMING: BEEF - HANDOUT 1 FITTING FOR SHOWTIME

Note: Last year the “Cowboy Articles” were written to help you
with your beef project. This is a new article about fitting your
steer for showtime.

Title: Fitting for Showtime

By Cindy A. Kinder. Area 4-H Extension Educator

Last month I talked about clipping Cowboy and this article I want to tell you how I fit
Cowboy for the show last year.

Once Cowboy was clipped. cleaned and dried. I put
Cowboy in the clip chute and blew his hair forward and
applied show foam (mousse) to his neck. whole side and
back. I brushed that in by brushing forward. I worked
all summer to get the hair to lay forward and 1t worked.
The show foam holds the hair that would not stay put.
Brushing forward helps Cowboy look smoother and
longer

Next I “boned™ the legs. I used adhesive to pull his leg hairs up to show off his large bone
and hindquarters. I did that by applying adhesive on the leg hairs and then combing the hair
strait up or out. On the back legs. I started at the hoof line and moved up to the flank:
pulling the hair straight up. I boned all sides of the legs. The hock bone looked larger so I
trimmed the hair on the bone so _they‘lie g looked uniform.

On the front legs I started at the hoof line and then moved up to the knee. Depending on
what the animal needed I stopped at the knee or kept boning up to the
shoulder. I then trimmed the hair on the knee bone.

At the underline. I trimmed the sheath. only. and combed the belly hair
forward making the hair stand up. Combing the hair here helps the animal
look deeper.

At the top line I brushed the hair forward and depending if the animal had a

“broken top”(not straight) I will apply adhesive to the parts that - _



needed to stand up so the back looked level or straight. Ithen took my
clippers and trimmed the glued hair so it does not look so obvious. Ialso
blended and trimmed the hair at the crest.

Finally the tail. At the tail head I applied adhesive and again made the hair stand up and out.
Depending on the amount of hair here it could look like fish fins. Iwanted
the tail head to be square so the hip and pens looked level. Therefore. I took
my clippers and trimmed the hair. I trimmed the switch off at the hocks and
I combed out the tail. I tease the hair more or less depending if the steer
needed to look more full in the cod.  Cowboy 1s ready to go.

How is your project going? Here are some questions you can ask
yourself.

% Is your animal going to make his ideal MARKET weight?

% How are you practicing for the show?

% How are you clipping and fitting your animal?

% BoyI am glad I learned my animal parts at my club meeting! Did

you?

% Good luck and see you at the Fair!!
This year’s steer - Dash
Dash got his hooves trimmed. They look a lot better, but I think I
injured his shoulder by letting his toes grow to long and not trimming
them sooner. After two weeks Dash is still not walking correctly. See
the difference in his hooves?
Dash now weighs 1088 1bs (7/27): he 1s gaming 2.52 Ibs per day. He 1s
getting 22 Ibs of grain (1088 Ibs x 2% = 21.76 1bs per day) and
¥ = approximately 4 large flakes of
_ alfalfa hay (1088 x 1%= 10.88 Ibs
. hay/roughage) per day.
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